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Wareham - The
Experience

Ten in the rnarning vva.s .a little
optirnistic for rne a.nd, a:s,usua.l, I a.rrived
late. As a resrrlt, the erCpedition ,set.off
q.rorrnd elerren frorn fiockley ra.nds. The
intrepid six paddled torxrard the.distant
frorizan, ttre conditionr - yir€re..-good and
the srrn shining. Thene vrere sorne cdd
lookr frorn the fistrerrnen vgho \ rere
vrra.pped in nrrrnertrrls layers of clottring,
lnrhictr rerninded rrle tho.t I rrrrrst g*t
"Don't wcmfr f'rn totalty MAD" stencilied
{rn rrry borrya.ncy a.id, to stop people
asking.

Tfre tide stayed et its peak for rrrost of
the trip and it \ ra.s ea'sy goingr once f
renrernbered the right direction. I rnras
ttre only <rne to hs^we paddled the trip
before, so ewerybody presrrrned that I
knevv rnrhere f wa.s going, rnrha.t sitty
people! Still, Poole l{arbaur rnra.s quiet
a.nd rnre didntt lsee rrra.ny boa.tr until rnre
reached ttre rrrorrth of the riwer.

Ttre pa.ddle to llla'reharrr is fnrstrating as
ytrLr can see the rotrfg of the tornrn a.nd
especially the ctrurch, but trrre never
seernr to get to it. The rnra.ter\ ra.y bends
and crlrver, and ttre. buildings forever
looking a.s thorrgh they a.re jrrst arorrnd
the next corrr€lr. It is pure ttrrtrre as
yolr sta.rt to hallrrcina.te the fsod e.nd
beer rwc.iting in ttre pictrresqrre prrb by
the bridge. The rnrhole tes.rrr rnade it
ea.sily in trxro horrs.

Lrrnch a,tras vvelcorne hut w-e didn't sta.y
long a-s it \ /a.r necelssa.r.y, trr ca.tch ttre
tide turning to hetp ns trrl the return
journey. The pa.ddlirng back do.rxrn the
riwer \ffa.E pleasa.nt and like a Srrndav
stroll, rnrea.rring in a.nd out of ttre rnoorei
boats. Ducks, coots, and other rnrildlife
eyed us rxra.rily a.s they darted into the
ts.ll reedrl except fsr orre coot rnrhich
didntt ca.re trornr clo-e ytru carrre {either
that or tre rnrag dea.d, rnre corrldnrt quite
tell).

The l.a.rborrr crossing prorred harder a.s
ttrere 'vtra.s en i.y srind ttret cres.ted
srna.ll \&'a.vest the lcind ttro.t spra.y ytru s-s
you trreak throrrgh ttrenn, the coid rnrater

finding those \^rq-r.fiI, d.y places arorrnd
your body. The light vrras feding fart
but rnre rna-na.ged to reg-ch the bea.ch by
drrsk.

I elrnrays enjoy pa.ddling anyrxrhere, brrt
notl.ing is rantrre rn'elcorning than d.y
clottres and trot coffee at ttre end of a.
long trip - I rn'ished Itd tro,d sorne!!

Ivf a,tt S.

Ice Breakers!
Ma.ybe otfrer rnernbers of the clrrb hs.d
rrltrr€ knornrledge of conditions orr the
I(ennet & Awon Ca.ns.l in Winter- tha.n the
band of fiwe intrepid explorerr rxrhich -:
rnet a.t Att Ca.nnings, near Dewizes, onl_/
the first Sunday in Decernber. 

:,-.
As vve prepared for a. cold d*y rnrith
vrroolly ha"ts a.nd glowes, r^re rxratched an
equa.lly insa.ne ctrflrFa.ny of. roldiers
setting off in 'rigid raiders' (vvtrich look
lrtrcotarrxronly like bettr tubs!). We
la.unched a. fevg rninrrtes a.fter the last
errrry boet had left, hut graduallS'
arrertaqk six or se!-en of ttrern err rorrte
to Perwrey,

At first the ca.nal appea.red to be
correred in thick gr.een sludge rnrhich
ga've off a. rewolting srnell. Once past
thir, r^/e rea.li:red \ /e r rere paddling
tfrrrrugh v+.ater w.ittr a gerrer<rus quentity
cf crrrshed ice floa.ting cn top. Vlle r*-ere- ,
surprised enorrgh a.borrt ttris, e'rrenV
thorrgh it vve.s so eald, brrt littte did ,r,*,e
kncrnr rnrha.t r*'s.s to come .....!!

As rtse a'pFroached Pernrsey, artre overtook
the lea.ding a-rrny craft a.nd discorrered
ttrey trad been breaking ice for rrs. Long
stretc*res of the ca.na.l vrrer.e cornpletely
frozen trver, to e.t lea.st 1 inch thick in
pla.ces. V[Ie rno.de trrlr. .r /a.y trver it
learning ne\ r rkills in horxr to ca'noe orr
ice - take a. run at it, get a.s rnuch
rweigtrt ar possible on the ice, and force
the paddle into the cra-cks rxrhich
subseqrrently eF1rea'r. Eamy definitelv
excelled a.s trLlr Ms-ster Ice [lreaker
alttrough rnre think tha.t, rnrittr by far ttre
heo.wiest ca.rltre! tre had arl unfa.ir



adrra.nta.ge. Ms.tt prorred to be a. rnrorttry
follovg-rrF cre\fir, trying tb bee.t the'berg=
into :crrbrnission qrittr s. sa.\Arrl*off pa.ddle
lost earlier by ane sf ttre reiderr.

At lllootton E'iwers \^ze. rtopped for e
rnrell-deserved prrb lrrnch, a.lbeit s.n trorr
later ttran rctredrrled, to be tirnely rnet
by Liz a.nd children rnrho tro.d decided to
ta.ke the ee.sy **y; by road! After
Ba.my a.nd Sterre ha.d cornpleted rtrrne
nifty car-juggling, \,ve le.rrnched erur
cantres again --. into rnore ice! A rnile or
so .later end Ps.rrl rnrag qrrestioning tfre
rarisdorn of going rrfq \ re all bega.n ta
doubt orr ra'lrity but, rnritfr a. trrnnel
aheo.d of rlr ftrr inspiration, \,ve
continued. Negotiating ttre tunnel vya.s
very excitiog and gave rrs a. brief respite
frorn the freezing ice. At 5OO yardr in

l--g:th, it \ ras rnrrch langer a.nd darker
\-rn anticip*ted a'nd ca.rltres ca.reered off
'rxralls a.t frequent interwa.ls, brrt it \Ara.s a.
vgell-rnrorthvrrhile experience.

On leawitrg the trrnnel \n'e battled orr
throrrgh errer-thickening iee until we
reached a' lock aborrt I rnile from orr
delstina.tion. With dusk ra-pidly fa.ll ing,
and ntr prospect of a. repriewe, arye gave
up a.t tha.t point and decided to porta.ge
ttre ca.noer the rerns.ining distance (as it
happenq the lock ga.tes a.t Crofton ha.d
been opened ts dra.in tfre porrnd for
ma"intena-r:lce rxrork, gs there rxra.snlt an1-
r+'a.ter for ttre last half rnile anyrwa.y!).
Tlfe fina.lly a.mirred a.t Crofton Lock a.s
darkness rnra's fa.lling, cold, rn'et, and
slirned.-i-to the gills, but, oddly enough,

* 
'y r*tisfied rnrith the daylr ewentr. W*

th<cked up pretty quickly and bid trur-
farrnrells in ttre srre knolr-tedge ttre.t w.e
\&-ere all totally rna.d.

ri.tt T.

The Dangers 0f Being Cold a.nd
Ti red (and Leaving The Bra in

at  Home).

La.st l.geelcend, Ma-tt, Albert & Steve
decided to pa.ddle fronn Esscornhe Pier to
flengistbrry flea.d vrrfrere there rnra.s
good srrf. As one rrronster rvave carne
in, Ma.tt rnrar busy vva.tching the birds.
Stewe shouted "V$a.r'e!" ..... a.nd Ma.tt did!!!

The Wall of Water
A grey vva-ll ir vvhat the rnro.ter loolcs like
'at cockpit lewel. Not an rrractrrrrrrron sigtrt
vqrhile paddlingr 0r strould f say,
atternpting to sta.y"upright on the Riwer
Da.rt at the beginlnrng,of Norrernber.

There 1 ra.s a' good trrn nrrt ifrorn the
clrrb vvith ten canoeistr amiving on the
Friday nigtrt. Sa.trrda.y rnor.ning \ ra.g
disrnal, rrrirt and cold, and it didn't look
good. Indeed, ttre rxrea.ther prorred
unpredictable througtrout the da.y rxrith
spells of both srrsr and ra.in.

A:fter s. vrra.rfil up, vrre \ rere into t*re
vva,ter practiring ferry gliding, ttrat is
crossing the riwer in a. stra.ight line. This
is not s.E easy es it sorrnds lrrtren the
vvater i:c flo\nring a.t IO knots! Then on to
tbreaking in' and tbreeking orrt', rn'trich is
pa.ddling frorn a.n eddy into a- crrrrent
and wice versa. Ey this tirne, and less
tfra.n e. rnile dornrngtrea.rn, rna.ny of us ha.d
ca.prized at lea.st ernce. Although it. lwar
nrrrrrbingly cold, ,ttre exhila.rs.tion of the
fsst rwa.ter rrrore ttran rna.de' rrp for it.
By ltrnctrtirne vve ha.d all discowered that
the effsrt needed in fa.st rwa.ter is not
pa.ddling forw's-rdi but sta"ying upright
a.nd rrsing all ttrose srrpport strokes ll'e
\ /ere supporet{ to pra.ctise iu the pool!

Next a- rrreir. It looked harrnless lrut it.
ave.s exFls.ined ttret it could be a.nything
brrt, a.nd, s-s rx'ith any rveir ysu a.r.e
conternpla.tingr \ re \r('ere advired to ta.ke
a loolc. After hea.ring s.bout ttre
'stopperr' ttrat corrld stop tfre careless
cs-noeist 1rerrna.nently, I rrus-s c{efinitelv
apprehensirre. Ttrere \ ra.r tatr need,
hornrerzer, a.s the excellent coa.ching and
edwice sa\r' rrs all rafely thraugh.

At ttre end of ttre da.y I r+'ag rt et, colcl'
a-nd exha-rrrrted. Fa.rt.s af ttre trody tha,t I
ttrougtrt nearer corrld, trad gtrne nrrrrrb.
'Itre querre for the shor.rrer. vvhen vve got
bs.ck to the centre sharnred ttra.t all of rrs
felt the sa-rrle \ffa.y. After a. gond dinner
a.nd a. corrple of pints hov+'ewer, the cold
vrra.s forgotten a.nd ttre exper.iences of
the day retsld.

Srrndayts rnreather arva.s txltrre prorniring
and the ca-noeing rrrtrre appealing a-s 1!-e



ntrr^/ ha.d ssrne idea of rvha.t vva-s ts ctrrlre,
or tg I thaught. Ttre d*y prowed it,s
vvorth rnrith trne great t igirtgfrt, the
rweir at Euckfastleigtr. It is hlge and the
rnra.ter vrra.!r. gusl.ing tr\rer it, in rnrtra.t ca.n
only be described af a toment. Ar rnre
got out, I thougtrt ttra.t vne vvere going
around, hut no, to my tromor \ffe vrere
going to shoot it. Tire best raute wa.s
e:cpleined and one of ttre instrrrctors
dernonstrated. It wa.r s, cs.se of eittrer'ds or don't'; I did and it vee.ls fants.stic.
Jurt 

-bjfrig__going trver the topr I a.skad
rnyself, "Wtty, at the begiirning of

Nowernber, arrr I a.brrut to irnrnerge
rnyself in ice cold raging vgater?... Ttrere
vrra.s rrtr cha.nse'to a.nsrnrer. €ls I vrra.s a.ll too
Eosrr battling a.vrray frorn the ba'se of tfre
rnreir. f ca-n tronestly say thorrgh tl.a.t
the experience is 

- 
indescribah-ie and

thorarrghly recornrnended.

Atl vvent horne tired, stightty cold, but
hapFy. The rnreekend Tva,rr *rrld ir, vvortlr
every rninrrte, s.!s wvell s.s being a good
terting ground for Darnart rrnde.vrreill

}i-g Steve (Verwvood AZZT}€-) for dete.ils
& send enclssed entry forrn 6y Jan Z6th

Ring Faul on Dsrn nton S51O for details
and to a.rr.a-rrge tra.nsport

It[ a,tt S.

' l
\-t

Ring Ma.tt on DornrnXon Z?.4g4 for details

Da,te.s For you,r Dicry. . . . . . . . .

Ja.n ?lc't Iliwer Awon a.t [lrearnr}re.............,..

Ia.n 27th Fool Session at 6:30ptn

Feb 3rd Riwer Da.rt White tr[Ia.ter..,..
Feb 4th Riwer Axe Canrre Race.

Fetr 17th { International Canse......
Feh l8th { Exhibition e.t Crystel po.la.ce

Feh 24th Fool Sescisn o.t 6:30prn

Mar llth lliwer lla.rnble Trip-...-_.....-.

tr4ar l5th Ringvvood Canoe Club AGM.......

l\{a.r l7tn. Pool Session a.t 6:3oprn

Ringwotrd Canoe Club AGM

The Club AGM w-ill be held at g:O0prrr orr
Thtrrsday Ma.rch lsth tgg0 *i rhe
Ringrnrood Recreation Centre - a.II
rnernbers should a.ttend. If yorr tra..ve a.ny
itenns for the - agende, pi**r* ctrrrvey
thern, in vvriting, ts tLe Secreta.rf,

fly:i: YyrlL to -rea.ch frer by Fehrua.Jy
z8th 1990. Norninations fcr Cornrnittel
fernfelr (lll posts) vviil he accepred on
the nighL More details raea-rer. ttrl tirne.

Ring Ba.my (F'bridge

Recreg.tion Centre s.t

55325) for deta.ils

B:OOprn (see belornr)

t i

Telethon '9(} - May Z.7th-ZEth

TVS hes contacted the Ctub asking us if
\Are \ rorrld be interested in pa.rticipating
in the Teletfron 'gO carnpaign.- Th;
Cornrnittee *rcr:c considered tle ider. and
rnrould like to find sorne \{rs.y of
prornoting this appeal. So, if you ha.we
**q _ suggsstions for frrnd-ra.ising
activitiet (prefera.bly inrrotwinf
ca.noeing!), please contact any CornrnitteE
Mernber, s.s strrlrl a.s possible.


